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CHRISTOPHE
MOURTHÉ

Christophe Mourthé is a lover of women. Always 
in search of a feminine ideal, he delivers here a 
series of magical photos of Dita Von Teese, one 
of his muses.  A passionate man, who seeks to 
make people dream through this major art of 

photography. 

ES Christophe Mourthé es un amante de las mujeres. Siempre buscando un ideal femenino, 
nos da aquí una serie de fotos mágicas de Dita Von Teese, una de sus musas. Un hombre 

apasionado que, a través de este importante arte de la fotografía, busca soñar.

FR Christophe Mourthé est un amoureux des femmes. Toujours en quête d’un idéal 
féminin, il nous livre ici une série de photos magiques de Dita von Teese, l’une de ses muses.  

Un homme passionné qui au travers de cet art majeur qu’est la photographie, cherche à 
faire rêver.

Dita von Teese photographed by Christophe Mourthé
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-Good point, it’s her.
-And these are your photos?
-Oh yes.

As a result, I started leafing 
through the book, no longer 
being able to resist. The 
photos are sublime!!!!!!!!!! 
I almost have trouble 
recognizing her, it’s really 

incredible! I’m polite, I 
won’t do an interview 
tonight, but I’m booked 
right away: I want to know 
everything! 

Christophe Mourthé, what 
attracts you to a model, 
and makes you want to 
photograph it?

It’s always love at first sight, 
at least as far as the major 
muses are concerned. I have 
a pygmalion soul. It is so 
rewarding to make a woman 
blossom like a rose under the 
lights.

As a photographer, how do 
you find your place in the 
subject? How do you bring 
out the «me», the intimate?

You have to love the subject 
from the beginning. Women 
can feel it. Trust must be 
established, it is essential. The 
woman must feel desirable 
to her and not to me. Women 
must decide. I like that. I like 
that. This makes them strong.

How did you come to define 
the visual identity of some 
women?

I have a perfect ideal of Woman, 
I am very demanding as every 
Woman should be for herself. 
My companions suffer from 
it, because my eyes speak 
louder than my words. Isn’t it 
honourable to only want the 
best for the Woman? 

How do you proceed? How 
much of it do you leave 
naturally?

The naturalness of feelings 
never lies. It is essential. And 
since I’m an instinctive....

Tonight, dinner at my darling 
Antoine’s new friends’ house. 
An artist! An artist! That will 
make a change from the world 
of the bar! On the coffee table 
there is an art book whose cover 
intrigues me. It’s not right to 
read books when you’re invited, 
but I’m literally squinting at 
them. Isn’t that Dita von Teese 
on the cover? Without looking 
at me, (ah those damn glasses 
I can’t do without anymore), I 
can’t say if it’s her or not. And 
just like a name you look for 
and can’t find, it turns into 
an obsession. I can’t take my 
eyes off that cover. No matter 
how much I squint my eyes, it 
doesn’t matter. People end up 
asking me if I have any debris 
in my eye. And damn it! I take 
the book in my hands: «Isn’t that 
Dita Von Teese?» 

What inspired you about 
Mylène Farmer or Dita Von 
Teese?

They both came to get me. 
One is a fragile child Woman, 
the other is a Woman in her 
absolute femininity. They 
were in search of beauty, light 
and dreams. We were able to 
create the perfect osmosis that 
inspired so many images.

The photos of dita on your 
book are just sublime and 
unheard of! Some people 
find it difficult to recognize 
her because you show other 
aspects of her. How did this 
session take place?

I was having lunch with Dita at 
the Closerie des Lilas. She was 
beautifully dressed in black, 
1950s hat with veil, high heels 
and silk stockings.
We have had a good wine. She 
asked me to take her to see 
Oscar Wilde’s grave at Father 
Lachaise. I had a camera and a 
camcorder in the car. Our walk 
was romantic. I was filming our 
visit, her, like an indiscreet eye 
to an American woman in Paris. 
Between Oscar Wilde and 
Victor Noir, there were only a 
few graves. I introduced her to 
the latter’s famous lie, telling 
her the story of this journalist 
who died at the age of 21. With 
the help of wine, she let her 
sensuality travel, mimicking 
one of those Women seeking 
fertility. I let my inspiration go. 
The one that Dita Von Teese 
offered me at the height of her 
beauty. My Muse was THE 
Muse.

What does photography 
bring to your life?

Photography has fulfilled me 
in the way I know and love 

women. I have never ceased 
to be in search of my feminine 
ideal with this Art that has 
become major. Through the 
photo, I have always tried to 
thank the Women for the Love 
they gave me when I was a 
little boy in shorts, whether in 
my childhood dreams or in my 
adult life. 

What does woman mean to 
you? 

All the happiness of a lifetime. 
I was raised mainly by my 
mother’s younger sister, and I 
spent my early childhood with 
a woman in Parisian waders 
or pumps, eating Croque 
Monsieurs, resembling Sharon 
Tate or Mireille Darc. My film 
heroines were Ursula Andress, 
the «Hitchcockiennes» Grace 
Kelly and Eva Marie Saint, 
then Angie Dickinson Jane 
Fonda, Ava Gardner, Lana 
Turner, Gene Tierney, Hedy 
Lamarr. The list is long! The 
Women of my life have been 
ideal muses allowing me to 
play at any playground, near or 
far. There is always a Woman 
behind an artist. She protects 
him, helps him and raises 
him. During this time, he 
experiences his life as an Artist.

What did the Palace years 
bring you?

They were decisive for a certain 
number of artists of whom I am 
a part of, Les Louboutin, Pierre 
et Gilles, Chantal Thomas, 
Mugler, Houellebecq, Ardisson, 
Lagerfeld and a few others, 
because we lived the last 
years of erotic freedom, what 
a privilege! Our Art has been 
modified in its DNA because of 
these 5 years of major freedom, 
the apogee of Peace and Love 
in the 60s, unlimited access to 

all our fantasies and diverse 
experiences, including the pill 
and above all, the last ones 
before the iron curtain called 
AIDS, closed our years of sex 
and carefree.

What were their influences 
on your work?

These years brought out from 
the depths of my being the 
«erotic» influences that had 
been rooted in me since I was 
a child. My education with the 
women I was watching from the 
corner of my eye.

What inspires you in life?

I like beauty, which gives 
emotions and life. Human 
encounters. What makes you 
vibrate and allows you to 
take on challenges, to escape. 
This makes it possible to 
make others dream. It is an 
extraordinary power to give 
illusion, dream, desire... It is a 
strength to be passionate and 
to have the ability to transmit 
emotions. Only artists have 
this power. It’s unique!

Which photographers 
inspired you?

Newton and Bourdin, I could 
be their child. This subtle 
blend of rigour and madness. 
One day, Newton at one of his 
openings, which I was invited 
to, took me by the shoulder and 
said, «Keep going your way, I 
really like what you do and how 
you do it. It was such a sincere 
compliment, like a spiritual 
father. I’ll never forget it!  It’s 
like I just received a caesar for 
the picture!

What do you think makes a 
photograph immortal?



It is absolutely fragile. You 
can never predict it. An image 
becomes immortal because it 
has the power of a dream and 
magic united, a story lived 
or to be lived in an infinite 
imagination, but it must speak 
to the most numerous. 

What do you think a 
successful photograph is? 

The one that transcends me. 
The one who feeds my passions. 
We feel it in us when we press 
it. She’s here. She’s here. In 
front of you. All settings are red. 
My feet don’t touch the ground 
anymore. It’s imperceptible to 
the people around you, but you 
know it’s the right one. Like a 
melody or a brushstroke. 

Even today, through 
Instagram, we can still 
perceive the power of the 
«photo» medium. 

I think that photography 
is becoming commonplace 
these days. Too many media. 
Too many pictures. Fewer 
exceptional moments. The 
technique has become too easy. 
Fortunately, the eye never lies. 
It may save the essential.

Why do you think 
photography has such an 
important role in our lives?

We became self-centered. 
Society is changing and 
everyone lives for themselves. 
That’s terrible. You are a 
voyeur of yourself, of everything 
and nothing and the real 
feelings disappear. So are the 
values. A picture lasts for as 
long as another one takes its 
place. There’s nothing left. We 
no longer make albums in 
our private lives. Everything 
has been digitized since 2000. 

There will be nothing left of 
these generations.

And today, what is your 
dream for tomorrow?

The dream must continue 
forever.... May the magic be 
eternal. I am looking for the 
one that will be different, the 
one that will make me dream 
again, escape into my art, my 
creativity. The next muse to 
hatch under my lights. Another 
meeting or another subject 
that allows me to continue 
the magic. Do not turn off. 
Passion must never die. That’s 
essential!

By Pauline Borghèse

Find the artworks of 
Christophe Mourthé at the 
Elka Bronner Gallery in 
Guéthary.

«An image 
becomes 
immortal 
because it 
has the power 
of sleep 
and magic 
together, of a 
lived history 
or of living 
in an infinite 
imaginary.»
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