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D Elka Léonard, a French artist with an unusual 

background, layers on her canvases a pictorial 
universe full of colour and freedom. Sensitive 
to everything around her, she paints as close as 
possible to her inner reality.

EN Elka Léonard, una artista francesa con una carrera atípica, 
pinta un universo pictórico lleno de color y libertad. Sensible a 
todo lo que la rodea, pinta lo más cerca posible de su realidad 
interior.

FR Elka Léonard, artiste française au parcours atypique, 
couche sur ses toiles un univers pictural haut en couleur et 
liberté. Sensible  à tout ce qui l’entoure, elle peint au plus proche 
de sa réalité intérieure.

Portrait by Franck Perrogon



I have done a lot of things in 
my life, and now I do more 
than just work as an artist. 
I intended to take over my 
father’s accounting firm, I 
realized that this profession 
would not be creative enough 
for me. But I need this mix of 
adventures and encounters 
to create. I could not carry 
out only one of my activities 
without being unhappy. 

Is there a link between your 
different activities?

I paint as close as possible 
to my inner reality, and my 
works intrinsically reflect who 
I am. My work is a tribute to 
femininity. The women I paint 
and depict are independent, 
confident of themselves and 
their seduction. If I were only a 
painter, they would probably be 
different.

Can you describe your 
creative process?

The title, often accompanied 
by a text, is the cornerstone of 
my work. First I look for the 
script, then I imagine a fixed 
visual of the story I am writing. 
Then I come back to the title, 
to the visual... I go back and 
forth until everything goes 
into the canvas, sometimes it’s 
fast, sometimes slower. The 
project is gradually maturing, 
and even if I can encourage 
it to mature more quickly, it 
is the project that decides. 
When everything is set, I move 
on to drawing, and then to 
painting. Although everything 
is extremely still and precise 

when I start drawing and 
painting, sometimes I get a 
very different result than I 
imagined. My creation is like a 
boat sailing on the ocean, and it 
is its decision to take me where 
it wants to go. Even if I can 
guide it, it has the last word. 

Is decoration particularly 
important in your work? 

When I imagine a scenario, I 
imagine every nook and cranny. 
I have a way of thinking that 
branches out every idea all 
the time. I like it when the 
decorative elements create 
links between them, answer 
each other. With an excessive 
temperament, I like rich 
and complex settings. My 
characters evolve in typical 
universes, often art deco, 
imbued with history and 
references, depositaries of a 
French culture that is both 
retro and very contemporary. 
The details I sow in each work 
invite the viewer to imagine 
the unsaid, the suggested, the 
censored.

Your decorations are very 
often interior decorations, 
is there a reason for that?

Even if I love nature, I must 
admit that I prefer interiors 
much more. I can admire a 
fabric or piece of furniture for a 
long time and spend only a few 
moments on a sunset.

You seem to be very 
attached to the world of the 
Roaring Twenties. What 
attracts you to that time?

Clearly my favorite time! I like 
the new aspiration for freedom 
and joie de vivre that comes 
out of it. The great cultural and 
intellectual effervescence of this 

You are both an artist and an 
entrepreneur, which is unusual. 
What is your background?

Cr
oq

ue
r l

a 
po

m
m

e,
 2

01
9

FOR THE LOVE OF ART  ELKA LEONARD



period, marked by creativity 
and exuberance, they are all 
close to my personality.

The woman is your favorite 
performer, who is she 
through all your works?

She is the woman, the women, 
the Creator, the one who gives 
life, through birth but also 
through thought. Like Eve who 
makes the first act of freedom 
by tasting the apple and who 
is curious about knowledge. 
She opens the way to free will, 
and wants to live the great 
adventure of being herself.

What emotion, what 
message are you trying to 
communicate?

The main theme of my work 
is self-knowledge and the 
quest for freedom. It’s not 
about playing a character or 
appearing, but being.  Today 
too many external phenomena 
influence our free will. I think 
we need to reconnect with 
ourselves because without 
this self-knowledge, thought 
and ideas cannot emerge. The 
women I paint are masters 
of their destiny, because they 
know each other.

Desire and sensuality are 
very present in your work, 
am I right?

Yes, omnipresent. They create 
an inner tension that I believe 
reconnects the being to itself. 

Can we say that your work 
looks like cinematographic 
painting?

Completely! Each work is the 
theatre of a past, a present and 
a future that intertwine, where 
the woman plays with a man 

or a Man, hardly mentioned 
but omnipresent... She puts 
herself in front of his gaze. The 
characters play between them 
scenes with a very precise 
dramaturgy in which the 
artist creates areas of shadows. 
The painting then becomes 
psychological, it questions the 
notion of intimacy, memory and 
oblivion. 

People often have the 
impression that you are 
getting out of one of your 
paintings. Why do you think 
this is due to?

Due to sincerity, I am 
intrinsically what I paint.

By Camille Attack

Find Elka Leonard’s 
artworks at the Elka 
Bronner Gallery in 
Guéthary and discover all 
her artworks at 
www.elkaleonard.com

Ta
ba

c T
ab

ou
, 2

01
7

FOR THE LOVE OF ART  ELKA LEONARD



So
rt

ir
 d

u 
ca

dr
e,

 2
01

9

FOR THE LOVE OF ART  ELKA LEONARD





M
aî

tr
e 

à 
pe

ns
er

, 2
01

9

FOR THE LOVE OF ART  ELKA LEONARD




